Northridge South Neighborhood Council

Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation Park Needs Assessment

Why is Access to Public Parks and Green Space Important for the
Community?

Access to public parks and green space promotes physical health, reduces
stress, and supports mental well-being. These areas also benefit the
environment by improving air quality, cooling urban heat, and supporting
biodiversity. Parks strengthen communities, boost local economies, and ensure
equitable access to nature for everyone regardless of socioeconomic status.
Investing in parks can also lead to increased property values and
neighborhood pride and integrity.

Lack of Accessible Green Space and the Impact on our Community

Green Space deficiencies in Los Angeles disproportionately affect residents of
Northridge South and the surrounding area, which was ranked as a high park
need area in LA County’s 2016 Countywide Parks Assessment (Appendix
#1). The Trust for Public Land, a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting
public outdoor accessibility, ranks Los Angeles 90th out of the 100 largest
U.S. cities in their latest ParkScore Index report (Appendix #2). Just 5 years
ago we were ranked 40th. This massive drop, given our amazing weather most
of the year, is embarrassing. As a city, only 63% of residents have a park within
a 10-minute walk meaning 1.5M Angelenos don't have access to a park close
to their home. Northridge South ranked even below that as evidenced by their
mapping of our area (Appendix #3). While some parts of our district benefit
from Northridge East's adjacent Dearborn Park right at the Nordhoff boundary,
most of our district is outside the recommended distance for green space
accessibility.

In the attached report you will find Northridge Neighborhood
Council’s (NSNC) assessment and recommendations for Vanalden
Park, the only official park in our boundaries, as well as a
recommendation to adopt Aliso Canyon Pocket Park as an officially
supported and sanctioned LA City Park.
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Vanalden Park: A Critical Gap in accessible GreenSpace
and Park Amenities for Northridge South

Vanalden Park (8956 Vanalden Ave.) serves as the only public park within the boundaries of
Northridge South. The pocket park is situated at a railroad dead-end just south of Nordhoff,
adjacent to the Northbrooke Condo complex and across the street from the Northridge
Mobile Home Park. Park features include picnic tables, a jogging path, and horseshoe pits,
however the park is notably deficient in other amenities, including public restrooms,
children's play areas, and recreational facilities. These deficiencies are particularly
concerning for residents of Northridge South where access to well-equipped parks is
severely limited. We put together this report using feedback from our neighbors as well as
our first-hand experience as community members. We also made multiple visits to the park
for the purpose of writing this report, photos from our visits are included in the Appendix.

Identified Deficiencies of Vanalden Park

1. Insufficient Family Friendly Green Space and Play Areas

While the park offers some open grassy areas, there is
a lack of designated play zones for children. This
absence limits the park's appeal to families with
children who require safe and engaging spaces for
play. Additionally, the unkempt condition of the grass
in certain areas can pose safety concerns for
recreation. During our visits to the park we observed
pronounced grass overgrowth and a large presence
of foxtails which are problematic for dog owners.

2. Limited Recreational Facilities The grass fields are in very poor condition

The park's amenities are minimal at best, with no sports

courts, playgrounds, or fitness equipment available. This

limitation restricts the types of recreational activities

available to residents affecting the park’s ability to serve

as a comprehensive community resource. Communities

that lack recreational amenities often experience disparities

in health, education, and economic opportunities (NIH

Study, Appendix #4).

3. No Access to Public Restrooms

A significant concern for park users is the absence of public

restroom facilities. The nearest restrooms are located in the

Wilkinson Multipurpose Senior Center which is not usually »
The horseshoe pit is unkempt and

accessible to the public. We were able to confirm this not maintained consistently
concern by speaking to a few park-goers during one of our
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visits whom told us that many people resort to using the bathroom outside and behind the
dumpsters. Without restrooms, people—especially families with young children, seniors,
and those with medical conditions—may also cut their

visit short or avoid the park altogether.

4. Safety and Maintenance Concerns

The park has significant concerns about safety and

maintenance within and in the immediate vicinity of the

park. During our visit we observed graffiti, excessive

garbage, drug paraphernalia, and homeless

encampments right outside the boundaries of the park

with the chain-link fence cut open in many spots. These

are significant issues which deter community members

from utilizing the park.

Cutdown fence at the southern boundary

5. Aesthetically Displeasing & Difficult to Access

The surrounding properties to the south and east are dilapidated and, as previously
mentioned, covered in graffiti and trash. While the park has a decent amount of trash cans,
there was a significant amount of litter observed within the park and excessive amounts of
trash and dumping right outside the boundaries. The park has plenty of parking and is a 5-
minute walk from the Metro 166 bus stop at Nordhoff. However, accessibility is severely
restricted by having one-way in/out on Vanalden which cuts-off most residents directly
east and south of the park from having the park within walking distance. The park is
just 1000 feet from the Metrolink station but it takes a 35+ minute walk or 14 minute bus ride
on LADOT's Dash bus which runs every 20 minutes from 6am-7pm. While the train
represents a unique characteristic and potential hazard, there are examples of parks that are
even closer to the same right-of-way that are safe and more aesthetically pleasing such as
Citrus Grove Park in Simi Valley.

“Non-Accessible” bridge crossing the wash, could be used to increase accessibility to the park in the future but in the
current state it represents a significant safety risk for children and other residents who frequent the park
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Recommendations

To address these issues and enhance the park's utility for the community, the following
improvements are recommended:

« Installation of Public Restrooms: Providing accessible restroom facilities would
improve the park's functionality, cleanliness, and comfort for visitors.

» Development of Play Areas: Creating designated play zones with age-appropriate
equipment would attract families and promote active play among children and
encourage social interaction. This would also help make our district more desirable
for families to raise their children.

« Expansion of Recreational Facilities: Adding amenities such as sports courts, fitness
equipment, and shaded seating areas would diversify the recreational options
available and enhance community engagement.

e Enhanced Safety and Maintenance: Implementing regular maintenance schedules
and safety measures, including improved lighting, neighborhood policing, and
surveillance, would address concerns related to park cleanliness, safety, and security.

e Improve Accessibility: Access would be most improved by constructing pedestrian
and bike pathways linking the park to the southern portion of Vanalden, Ledan Street
across the Aliso Canyon Wash, and to the Northridge Metrolink Station. This would
provide neighborhood cohesiveness and mitigation against criminal behavior that
operates within and around the park. While the topic of desire paths can be
controversial, people are already using these connections unofficially and in the
shadows (Appendix #5). This usually happens when designs fail to connect with
human behavior.

Conclusion

Vanalden Park holds significant potential to serve as a central recreational hub for
Northridge South. By addressing the identified deficiencies and implementing the
recommended improvements, the park can better meet the needs of its residents and
contribute to a healthier, more connected community. These recommended upgrades and
enhancements align with the goals of the Los Angeles Park Needs Assessment to
provide equitable access to quality parks and recreation facilities for all residents.
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Aliso Canyon Pocket Park: A Ready Made Opportunity for
the City to Increase and Improve Access to Green Space
for an Underserved Community

Background

Aliso Creek Pocket Park is an existing park currently not affiliated with Parks and
Recreation. It is located at 8458 Wystone Ave. in Northridge directly across the street from
Napa Street Elementary School. On a daily basis hundreds of people walk through the park
because of the footbridge across Aliso Creek that connects the dead ends of Chase Street
on both sides. The park was built without help from the parks department about 15 years
ago on unclaimed city property.

Before then, the land was used to dump appliances, used oil, and other trash — it was an
eyesore and health hazard to the community. A combination of neighbors, the nursery next
door, and volunteers helped construct the park to its current state. Grieg Smith, the city
councilman from CD12 at the time, and NSNC members contributed funds for the materials
and helped with the labor. Since then, local neighbors have maintained the park by picking
up trash, weeding, and trimming bushes as necessary. NSNC has previously covered the
cost of materials for gravel and mulch as well as for a picnic table, all for less than
$250/year.
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The park gets steady use by people in the neighborhood. The Park Parthenia Apartment
complex is right down the street with 10,000 residents most of whom are low income. Aliso
Pocket Park gives them a communal space, a “third place” to socialize with their
family, friends, and neighbors. Whether it's families eating dinner at the table, couples
talking, children doing homework, or teenagers hanging out, on a normal day upwards of
100 people use the park daily.

Recommendations

The original neighbors who built and now maintain the park are getting older. We think it is
only fair that Parks and Recreation adopt the park and take over maintenance
responsibilities. The park is ready to go, the city wouldn't incur any construction costs and
four hours per month should be enough time to maintain it. Plus, it is 100% drought tolerant,
winter rains provide enough water for all the bushes and trees. The city and the local
community would get a huge return on a minimal investment that would improve the lives of
people who don't have access to green space of their own.

In summary, it is a “Win-Win" for both Parks and Recreation and the neighborhood. Please,
adopt Aliso Creek Pocket Park as an official LA City Park.

Page 6 of 27



APPENDIX 1 - LA COUNTY PARK SURVEY
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APPENDIX 2 - ParkScore Ranking
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APPENDIX 3 - Northridge South ParkServe Map
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APPENDIX 4 - NIH Report
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APPENDIX 4 - NIH Report
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APPENDIX 5 - Desire Path
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APPENDIX 5 - Ledan St. Desire Path
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APPENDIX 6 - ZIMAS Zoning Map
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APPENDIX 7 - Vanalden Park

Dilapidated, run-down property that is
non-compliant with CM zoning located
at 8859 Wilbur Ave

Northridge Metrolink Station, completely cutoff

from the park

LA Sanitation Yard

Page 15 of 27



APPENDIX 8 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 9 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 10 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 11 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 12 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 13 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 14 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 15 - Vanalden Park
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APPENDIX 16 - Aliso Creek Pocket Park
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APPENDIX 17 - Aliso Creek Pocket Park
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APPENDIX 18 - Aliso Creek Pocket Park
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APPENDIX 19 - Aliso Creek Pocket Park
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